3oo            G&rricKs complimentary epigram.     _      -----
make a considerable difference. Men of affectionate temper and bright fancy will coalesce a great deal sooner than those who are cold and dull.
The proposition which I have now endeavoured to illustrate was, at a subsequent period of his life, the opinion of Johnson himself. He said to Sir Joshua Reynolds, ' If a man does not make new acquaintance as he advances through life, he will soon find' himself left alone. A man, Sir, should keep his friendship in constant repair'
The celebrated Mr. Wilkes, whose notions and habits of life were very opposite to his, but who was ever eminent for literature and vivacity, sallied forth with a little Jeu d~ Esprit upon the following passage in his Grammar of the English Tongue, prefixed.to the Dictionary:  'H seldom, perhaps never, begins any but the first syllable.'   In an Essay printed in The-Publick Advertiser,  this   lively writer enumerated   many instances   in opposition to this remark; for example, 'The authour of this observation must be a man of a quick appre-hension, and  of a most compre-hensive genius.'   The position is  undoubtedly expressed with too much latitude.
This light sally, we may suppose, made no great impression on our Lexicographer; for we find that he did not alter the passage till many years afterwards1.
He had the pleasure of being treated in a very different manner by his old pupil Mr. Garrick, in the following complimentary Epigram3:
' On JOHNSON'S DICTIONARY, c Talk of war with a Briton, he'll boldly advance, That one English soldier will beat ten of France; Would we alter the boast from the sword to the pen, Our odds are still greater, still greater our men :
' In  the tlilrcl edition, published     In the Abridgment, which was pub-
in 1773, he left out the words perhaps    lished some years earlier, after never
never, and added the following- para-     is added   ' except   in   compounded
graph ;—                                           words.'
'It sometimes begins middle or        3 It was published in the Gent.
final syllables in words compounded,     Mag. for April, 1755 (xxv. 190), just
as block-head, or derived from the     below the advertisement of the Die-
Latin, as comj>re-hended.} BOSWELL.     itonary.
Inr. Maxwell records, in his Collectanea (post, 1770), 'he often used to quote with great pathos those fine lines of Virgil:— ' Optima qusequc dies miscris mor-
